How does Gmail filter spam
and viruses?

According to Google's website:

"Google has one of the best spam blockers in the business, and it's integrated into Google Apps.
Spam is purged every 30 days. We have built in virus checking, and we enforce checking of
documents before allowing a user to download any message. Most computer viruses are contained
in executable files, so standard virus detectors scan messages for executable files that appear to
be viruses. Google blocks viruses in the most direct possible way: by not allowing users to receive
executable files (such as files ending in .exe) that could contain damaging executable code; even if
they are sent in a compressed (.zip, .tar, .tgz, .taz, .z, .gz) format."

For more information on how Google filters Spam and viruses please see the Google Security

Services website.
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